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al-Fattah, who wrote that his friend composed
“more than twelve plays.” _Abd al-Fattah al-Misri,
Lu_bat Layla, 3; Sadgrove, “Leyla—The First
Egyptian Tragedy,” 164. An often mentioned lost
play is Patrie et Libert’e or al-Watan wa-l-Hurriyya
(for instance, Moosa, “Ya_qub Sanu_,” 408; and
Moreh and Sadgrove, Jewish Contributions, 23) but
so far nothing affirms its existence or performance.
The play Mulyir Misr (1912) must be excluded
from the performed works in 1871-72. Badawi,
“The Father of the Modern Egyptian Theater,”
143; Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theatre, 113; Levy,
“Jewish Writers,” 161. Because of the absence of
publication, it is not certain that all of Sanua’s
works in manuscript were performed and vice
versa. The printed works include Mulyir Misr and
six comedies with one short dialogue (manuscripts
discovered by Luqa, published by Najm, 1963).

A number of theatrical texts appeared in Sanua’s
various journals; Najwa Ibrahim _Anus collected
these in Ya_qub Sanu_, al-Lu_bat al Tiyatriyya
(Cairo: al-Hay_a al-Misriyya al-_Amma li-1-Kitab,
1987); see Ettm uller, The Construct, 101.

(106) Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theatre, 114, repeats
Moosa, “Ya_qub Sanu_,” 430.

(107) Al-Sadaqa, in Najm, Ya_qub Sannu_, 128.
(108) Al-Amira al-Iskandaraniyya, in Najm, Ya_
qub Sannu_, 154, 167.

(109) Moreh and Sadgrove, Jewish Contributions,
22.

(110) Moosa, “Ya_qub Sanu_,” 418; Fahmy,
Ordinary Egyptians, 46.

(111) Wadi al-Nil, quoted in al-Jawa_ib, 27 August
1871, 3. In Sadgrove’s translation (The Egyptian
Theatre, 98) the difference between d"arija and
adabiyya is the difference between colloquial and
literary Arabic. I slightly modified the translation.
(112) For example, Moosa, “Ya_qub Sanu_,” 406;
and Fahmy, Ordinary Egyptians, 46.

(113) Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theatre, 111. He
bases this explanation on Jerrold’s report about
the promised financial support and on Mulyir Misr,
in which the actors constantly ask for payment.
LouisAwad hypothesized that Khedive Ismail
denied financial aid because of Sanua’s support of
his uncle Abd ulhalim. Louis Awad, The Literature
of Ideas in Egypt, Part 1 (Atlanta, Ga.: Scholars
Press, 1986), 71. Although after 1878 Sanua indeed
favored Abd ulhalim, there is no evidence for this in
those early years.

(114) Abu Nazzara Zarqa, 1 July 1879, 2.

(115) Sanua, “Ma vie,” in Sadgrove, The Egyptian
Theatre, 178.

(116) Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theatre, 109.

(117) The Levant Times and Shipping Gazette, 26
June 1872, 2.

(118) Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theatre, 137-38.
(119) Ettm"uller, The Construct, 86.

(120) Abu Nazzara Zarqa, 1 July 1879, 2.
(121)_Abd al-Fattah Nadim, ed., Sulafat al-Nadim fi
al-Muntakhabat al-Sayyid _Abd Allah al-Nadim, 2
vols. (Cairo: Matba_a Hindiyya, 1914), 1:37.

(122) William Weaver, Verdi: A Documentary Study
(London: Thames and Hudson, 1977), 225
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(101) Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities:
Reflections on the Origins and Spread of
Nationalism, rev.ed. (London: Ver so Books, 2006),
30, 198.
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