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(55) L’'E"gypte, 9 July 1871, and L’ Avvenire
d’Egitto, asquoted in Tagher, “Lesde’buts,” 206.
Al-Jawa_ib only later reports on the “first night”
of thetheater, in itsissue of 16 August 1871, 2.
We can only guess which plays were sent from
Beirut; those already in print included plays by
Tannusal-Hurr (1863), al-Sayyid Salam Ramadan
(1867), I brahim al-Ahdab (1868, 1870), Marun
Nagqash (playsin Arzat Lubnan, 1869), Sa_d Allah
al-Bustani (1870) (yearsindicate the dates of the
published texts).
(56) Wadi al-Nil, quoted in al-Jawa ib, 27 August
1871, 3; Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theatre, 98.
(57) L’ Avvenire d’ Egitto, 10 October 1871, quoted
in Tagher, “Lesd ebuts,” 206.
(58) L' Avvenire d’ Egitto, 4 January 1872, quoted in

Tagher, “Lesd ebuts,” 206.
(59) Al-Jawa_ib, 28 March 1872, 2.
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radical ideas,” and that his “influence on the
development of the theater was continued by two of
hismost active disciples, Salim Naggash and Adib
Ishag” (The Eastern Mediterranean, 198, n. 36).
Exactly the contrary occured: Naqgash and Ishaq
arrived in Egypt in 1876 astheater artists, but due
to the influence of al-Afghani both left the theater
for journalism, just as Sanua did. Thereisno
evidence so far that al-Afghani had any influence
on the origins of Sanua’stheater.

(88) Sanua, “Mavie,” in Sadgrove, The Egyptian
Theatre, 173. If “mes el eves’ refersto his

official job, then the students should be from

the Muhandiskhane, L’ * Ecole Polytechniquein
Cairo, where hewas a teacher. Moosa, “ Ya_qub
Sanu_,” 405. In Mulyir Misr the actors have mostly
Christian Arab or foreign names (Mitri, Habib,
Istifan, llyas, Butrus, Matilda, Liza) with the
exception of _Abd al-Halig. Perhaps some of them
were street entertainers. Theater historians have
made attemptsto identify Sanua’stheater asan
example of Egyptian street entertainment. M ost
recently, al-Musaylihi, in Su_ali, 57—60, ar gues that
the actorsand Sanuawere awl ad r abiya.

(89) Sanua, L’arabo anziano, 3-4. Sanua’srelation
toMorpurgo isobscure.

(90)Gendzier mentionstwo additional early Italian
works of Sanua: Amore e disincanno (Cairo,

1865; perhapsAmore e disinganno); and La musa
egizia di James Sanua (Cairo, 1873). Gendzier,
The Practical Visions, 143. | could not locate these
books.

(91) For example, see the anonymous poem “La
notte eil giorno - imitazione dell’ arabo moder no,”
L o Spettatore Egiziano, 13 October 1855, 4.

(92) Sanua, L’ arabo anziano, 35-36, 41-42.

(93) Landau claimsthat Sanua wrote Italian

plays before Arabic ones, Sadgrove maintainsthe
opposite. Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theatre, 124,

n. 121. L' Arabo anziano proves that Sanua had
written dialoguesin Italian before 1870.

(94) Felix Konrad, Der Hof der Khediven—
Herrscherhaushalt, Hofgesellschaft und
Hofhaltung, 1840-1880 (W urzburg: Ergon Verlag,
2008), 125-27, and the table on 220.

(95) Sanua, “Mavie,” in Sadgrove, The Egyptian
Theatre, 174.

(96) Letter dated 27 May 1871 and letter dated

2 June 1871, both from Riaz to Barillet, Carton
62, _Ahd Isma_il (old system), DWQ. The final
inauguration of the Garden took placein 1872.
LuisaLimido, L'art desjardins sousle Second
Empire: Jean-Pierre Barillet-Deschamps (1824—
1873) (Seyssel: Champs Vallon, 2002), 209.

(97) Letter dated 3 April 1871, from Levasseur,
Carton 62, _Ahd Isma_il (old system), DWQ.

(98) Draneht left for Milan on 29 April 1871 and
arrived back in Cairo around 10 October. L etter
dated 28 April 1871, Draneht toMariette, and letter
dated 12 October 1871, Draneht toM ariette, cited
in Busch, Verdi’sAida, 154, 236.

(99) Lettersdated 31 May 1871, Rosenboom to
Grand, and 1 June 1871, Grand to Riaz Pasha,
Carton 80, Ahd Isma_il (old system), DWQ.

(100) It isimpossible to fully reconstruct the
repertoire of theArabic troupe even in itsshort
one-year existence. It certainly performed comedies
by Sanua, a play entitled al-Jawharji by a young
Egyptian, Laylaby _Abd al-Fattah al-Misri, and
probably al-Bakhil by Marun Naqggash. (Arzat
Lubnan, which contained Naqggash’s al-Bakhil,
was availablein 1870in Cairo.) It has been often
suggested that some of Muhammad _Uthman
Jalal’stranslations were also performed but
nothing confirms this assumption. Bardenstein,
Trandation and Transformation, 146.
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30August 1879, 158.

(79) Ninet, “Origin of the National Party in Egypt,”
127; and John Ninet, Au Pays des Kh'edives:
Plaquettes

E"gyptiennes (Gene've: Imprimerie Schira, 1890), 32.
(80) Shmuel Moreh, “New Light on Ya_q ub
Sanua’sLifeand Editorial Work through His
ParisArchive,” in Writer, Culture, Text: Studies
in Modern Arabic Literature, ed. Ami Elad
(Fredericton: York Press, 1993), 101-15, esp. 102.
(81) Filib di Tarrazi (Philip de Tarrazi), Ta_rikh
al-Sihafa al-_Arabiyya, 4 partsin 2 vols. (Beirut:
al-Matba_a al-Adabiyya, 1913, 1914, 1933), val.

1, part 2, 282-86. In the entry Jar a_id Ab"1
Naz.z. ara, Tarrazi usesYa q ub S.an'u_ (Jams
S anuw a) al-ma_r"uf bi-Ab™1 Naz. z. "ara, vol.

1, part 2, 254. Sanua wasin contact with Tarrazi
in early 1911 about hisbiographical entry in this
book. Tarrazi'sletter and Sanua’sanswer are
printed in Moreh, “Ya_qub Sanu_: HisReligious
Identity and Work,” Appendix C, 259-262; and
Moreh, “New Light on Ya_qub Sanua’sLife,”
104-105.

(82) In Arabic script, _Abduh callshim Ya_q ub
binS. an"u_, for instance, Abu Nazzara, 17; Najm
usesYa q ub S.annu_in al-Masrahiyya, 77; Luga
prefersYa g ubS. an ua_in Arabic (and “ James
Sanua” in French, in Anouar Louca, Voyageurs
et “ecrivains ‘egyptiensen France au XIXesi'ecle
[Paris: Didier, 1970], 153-78); _AnususesYa g ub
S.an u_. In English, Gendzier callshim “Ya_qub
Sanu_,” Badawi, Moosa, and Levy usethefully
tranditerated Ya q ub S. an u_; Fahmy usesYa_
qub Sannu_. In contrast, El Sa"id Atia Abul Naga
in French (Les sourcesfranc,aisesdu th'€’atre
“egyptien [Algiers: Soci'et’e Nationale d’ Edition
et de Diffusion, 1972], 75-107) and Sadgrove and
Ettm~uller in English mention him only as James
Sanua.

(83) Ya_qub Sanu_, Mulyir Misr wa-ma Yugasihi
(Beirut: al-Matba_a al-Adabiyya, 1912).

(84) Thiswas part of hissignaturein Abu Naddara
Zarga_, 25March 1878, 4.

(85) Le Cheikh J. Sanua Abou Naddara Cha'er-
a-Mulk, “Mavieen verset mon th’e’atreen
prose’ (alectureheld in 1902, published in 1912),
republished in part asappendix 2, in Sadgrove,
The Egyptian Theatre, 172-85, esp. 184.

(86) M oosa assertsthat Sanua came perhapsthe
closest to thisclaim in hisplay Mulyir Misr.M oosa,
“Ya_qub Sanu_,” 404, n. 5.

87 Sanua, “Mavie,” in Sadgrove, The Egyptian
Theatre, 173. Khuri-Makdisi, The Eastern
Mediterranean,

(67), based on Gendzier, The Practical Visions, 31,
who gives no source for thisinformation, states
that Jamal al-Din al-Afghani advised Sanua on
establishing the theater troupe as a means of
“promoting radical ideas.” Al-Afghani during

his first forty-day visit to Cairo in 1869 possibly
did not meet Sanua. Nikki R. Keddie, Sayyid
Jamal Ad-Din Al-Afghani: A Political Biography
(Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press,
1972), 81. When al-Afghani arrived for the
second timein Egypt, in March 1871, he received
amonthly salary of 1000 ghurush based on the
support of Riyad Pasha; see Amin Sami Pasha,
Taqwim al-Nil, 3 partsin 6 vols, the 3rd part is
in 3vols (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub wa-I-Watha_iq al-
Qawmiyya, 2003—2004 [1936]), 3rd part, vol. 2,
913; and Keddie, Sayyid Jamal Ad-Din Al-Afghani,
81-82, n. 1. Thus, at least in his first months, it is
not probablethat al-Afghani was openly against
the khedive. Khuri-Makdisi also claimsthat al-
Afghani saw “the establishment of an Egyptian
theater asthe most effective way of promoting

(60) Al-Jawa_ib, 11 April 1872, 2.

(61) Al-Jawa_ib, 17 April 1872, 2.

(62) Al-Waga_i_al-Misriyya, 7 May 1872, as
trandated in Sadgrove, “Leyla—The First Egyptian
Tragedy,” 167-68; thisarticlewas also reprinted

in Najm’sintroduction to _Abd al-Fattah al-Misri,
Lu_bat Layla, 1.

(63) _Abd al-Fattah al-Misri, Lu_bat Layla, 3;
Sadgrove, “Leyla—TheFirst Egyptian Tragedy,”
164; idem, The Egyptian Theatre, 107-108.

(64) Sadgrove, “Leyla—TheFirst Egyptian
Tragedy,” 168; Ignaz Goldziher, “ Jugend- und
Strassenpoesiein Kairo,” Zeitschriften der

Deutschen Morgenl“andischen Gesellschaft 33
(1879): 608-30, esp. 609, n.3.

(65) LeNil, 9 July 1872, quoted in Sadgrove, The

Egyptian Theatre, 108.

(66) Somewhat later textsthat refer to thistheater
as James Sanua’'sinclude; an articlefrom Le Nil

(1873), quoted in Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theatre,
117; Jacques Chelley, “Le Moli’ere Egyptien,”
L’Abou Naddara, 1 August 1906, 2-3, who quotes
an articlefrom thejournal Ezbeki’e (publisher:
Jules Barbier) of 1873 and an issue of the journal
Karagoz (publisher: Jablin) of 6 May 1876; and
Blanchard Jerrold, Egypt under Ismail Pacha
(London: Samuel Tindey, 1879), 216.

(67) Wadi al-Nil, quoted in al-Jawa_ib, 27 August
1871, 3.

(68) First published as appendix 3 to Sadgrove, The
Egyptian Theatre, 186-95. It isin Carton 80, _Ahd
Isma_il (old system), DWQ.

(69) Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theatre, 97, believes
that the author of the plays mentioned in al-Jawa_
ib (16 August 1871, 2) wasindeed an Englishman.
(70) Al-Jawa_ib, 29 May 1872, 2. See also Sadgrove,
The Egyptian Theatre, 107.

(71) Ettm’uller, The Construct, 63-64.

(72) James Sanua, L’ arabo anziano (Cairo: Nouva
Tipografia di P. Cumbo, 1869).

(73) Quoted in Sadgrove, “Leyla—TheFirst
Egyptian Tragedy,” 166.

(74) Published by Jules Barbier, quoted in
Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theater, 119; _Abduh, Abu
Nazzar a, 214.

(75) Abu Naddara Zarga_, no. 1 (25 March 1878):
4. He also authored an Egyptian Arabic phrase
book for travelersin 1876 in which hetrandliterated
hisname as* Gems Sanua.” James Sanua, Petit
souvenir de James Sanua aux voyageur s Europ’eens
en Egypte (Cairo: J. Barbier, 1876), 14.

(76) Al-Sadaga, in Najm, Ya_qub Sannu_, 134.
(77) Sanua signed a letter in 1881 asAb u Naz. z.
“araBayd. "a_, published in Shmuel Moreh, “Ya_
qub Sanu_: HisReligious I dentity and Work in the
Theater and Journalism, According to the Family
Archive” in The Jews of Egypt: A Mediterranean
Society in Modern Times, ed. Shimon Shamir
(Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1987), 11129,
and Appendix C, “ The Correspondence of Sanua,”
24464, esp. 244. In this correspondence, [ brahim
al-Muwaylihi calls him James, Mahmud Zaki
addresses him as al-Shaykh Ab u Naz. z ara;
and Philip de Tarrazi in 1911 writes Shaykh. De
Baigniers, despite often using hisname asAbou
Naddarain French, also employs James Sanua, for
instance, in Album d’ Abou Naddar a, 9. Jamal al-
Din al Afghani dedicated a photo to al-Shaykh Jams
Abu Naz.z. "ara, printed in _Abduh, Abu Nazzar a,
13. Sanuaintroduces himself in English to Wilfrid
Blunt as*your most humble servant James Sanua,
surnamed Abou Naddara Zarka.” Letter dated 11
April 1883, from Sanuato Blunt, Box 54, Blunt
Collection, West Sussex Record Office, Chichester.
(78) “An Arabic Punch,” The Saturday Review, 26
July 1879, 112; “ Abou Naddarah,” The Academy,
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