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in Ya_qub Sannu_ - Abu Naddara (al-Masrah
al-_Arabi-Dirasat wa-1-Nusus 3) (Beirut: Dar
al-Thagafa 1963). Najm challenged Ismail in
“Riyadat Sanu_li-I-Masrah Hagiqa. . . wa-
hadhihi hiya al-Adilla,” al- Ahram al-Masa i (5
March 2001). Isma_il replied in “Muhakamat
Masrah Sanu_ ... maZalat Mustamirra,” al-
Ahram al-Masa_i (12 March 2001). Najm also
published hiscritiquein Akhbar al-Adab (25
March 2001) towhich Isma_il replied in the
samejournal (8 April 2001). Thisheated debate
continued for atime; in 2001 and 2002, poets,
journalists, and playwrights contributed toit in
the Kuwaiti al-Watan and the Egyptian al-M uhit,
al-Akhbar, and al-Ahram al-Masa_i. A later
contribution isMuhsin al-Musaylihi, Su_ali: Man
132 Kataba Masrahiyyat Ya_qub Sanu_? (Cairo:
Akadimiyyat al-Funun, 2005). Najm’slast word
was probably the republication of Muhammad
_Abd al-Fattah al-Misri’s play Nuzhat al-Adab

fi Shaja_at al-_Arab al-Mubhija li-1-A_yun al-
Zakiyya fi Hadiqat al-Azbakiyya as Lu_bat Layla
(Beirut: Dar Sadir, 2002 [1872]), discovered and
analyzed by Philip Sadgrove, “Leyla - The First
Egyptian Tragedy,” Osmanh Aras, tirmalar1 7-8
(1988): 161-76.

(2) Seehisseriesof articlesin al-Jumhuriyya
during 2010-2011: for example, “ Tahwid al-
Masrah al-_Arabi” (The Judaization of Arab
Theater), 31 October 2010.

(3) Ziad Fahmy, “ Francophone Egyptian
Nationalists,Anti-BritishDiscour se, and European
Public Opinion, 1885-1910: The Case of Mustafa
Kamil and Ya_qub Sannu_,” Compar ative Studies
of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East 28
(2008): 170-83, esp. 176.

(4) Ibrahim _Abduh, Abu Nazzar a-l mam al-
Sihafa al-Fukahiyya al-M usawwara wa-Za_im
al-Masrah fiMisr, 1839-1912 (Cairo: Maktabat
al-Adab bi-Darb al-Jamamiz, 1953), 17.

(5) Irene L. Gendzier, “James Sanua and Egyptian
Nationalism,” Middle East Journal 15 (1961):
16-28, esp. 17.

(6) Lisa Lital Levy, “Jewish Writers in the Arab
East—Literature,History, and the Politics of
Enlightenment, 1863-1914" (PhD diss., University
of California, Berkeley, 2007), 142, 166.

(7) Jacob M. Landau, “Abu Naddara, an
Egyptian-Jewish Nationalist,” The Journal of
Jewish Studies 3 (1952): 30-44; idem, Jewsin
Nineteenth-Century Egypt (New York: New York
University Press, 1969), 12.

(8)_Abduh, Abu Nazzara, 26.

(9) Gendzier, “James Sanua and Egyptian
Nationalism,” 20.

(20) Shmuel Moreh and Philip Sadgrove, Jewish
Contributionsto Nineteenth-Century Arabic
Theatre (Journalof Semitic Studies Supplement 6)
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996), 21.

(11) Ziad Fahmy, Ordinary Egyptians. Creating
the Modern Nation through Popular Culture
(Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press,
2011), 45.

(12)_Abd al-Hamid Ghunaym, Sanu_-Ra_id al-
Masrah al-Misri (Cairo: Dar al-Qawmiyya li-I-
Tiba_awa-I- Nashr, 1966), unpaginated (p. 5).
(13)_Abduh, Abu Nazzara, 26-27; Fahmy,
Ordinary Egyptians, 46.

(14) Irene L. Gendzier, The Practical Visions

of Ya_qub Sanu_ (CambridgeMass.: Harvard
University Press,

1966), 3.

(15) Anwar Luga, “Masrah Ya_qub Sanua_,” al-
Majalla, 5 (1961): 51-71; Matti Moosa, “ Ya_qub
Sanu_and the Rise of Arab Drama in Egypt,”
International Journal of Middle East Studies 4
(1974): 401-33; Najwa
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Author’s note: The first version of this article
waswritten when | was a 2011/2012 Fellow of the
“Europein the Middle East—The Middle East in
Europe” program of the Wissenschaftskoleg zu
Berlin hosted by the Zentrum Moder ner Orient.
| am grateful for the directors of this program;
for the suggestions of Lale, Eliane Ettm uller,
M ohamed-Salah Omri, and Abhishek Kaicker;
for the English corrections of George Taylor;
and for the critical comments of four anonymous
reviewersand the |l JIMES editors, Beth Baron
and Sara Pursley. | aloneam responsible for all
remaining mistakes.

(1) Sincethe publication of Philip Sadgrove's
The Egyptian Theatrein the Nineteenth Century
1799-1882 (Cairo: American University in Cairo
Press, 2007 [1996]), Sayyid _Ali Isma_il has
focused on 19th-century Egyptian theater history.
See Sayyid _Ali Isma_il, Ta_rikh al-Masrah fi
Misr fi al-Qarn al-Tasi_ _Ashar (Cairo: Maktabat
al-Usra, 2005 [1997]); Ta_rikh al-Masrah fi
al-_Alam al-_Arabi (al-Qarn al-Tasi__Ashar)
(Kuwait: Mu_assasat al-Marjah, 1998); and
Muhakamat Masrah Ya_qub Sanu_ (Cairo: al-
Hay_aal-Misriyya al- Ammalil- Kitab, 2001).
Most reviews of |sma_il’sbooks are accessible
on hiswebsite (http://kenanaonline.com/
sayedesmail), and theintroduction of Muhakamat
also containsreferencesto hisreception in the

Kuwaiti press Muhammad Yusuf Najm’s main
works in theater history are al-Masrahiyya fi al-
Adab al-_Arabi al-Hadith, 1847-1914, 2nd ed.
(Beirut: Dar al-Thagafa, 1967), and a number
of text editions, including Sanua’'seigh plays
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director of the Opera House, La Revue musicale
deParis, 23 May 1869, 174.

(43) Letter dated 11 January 1871, Agent X to M.
Nardi, I nspecteur de Police au Caire, 5013003022,
Usrat Muhammad _Ali (new system), DWQ.

(44) Letter dated 27 January 1871, Agent Z to

M. Nardi, 5013-003022, UsratM uhammad _Ali
(new system), DWQ. Hector Horeau (1801-1872),
a French architect invited to the Suez Canal
Opening Ceremony, gave a lecturein Hotel
d’'Orient on 7 March 1870. Thiswas advertised

in Arabicin Wadi al-Nil, 4 March 1870 (1869 is
wrongly printed on thetitle page), 1347-48 and
again, 7 March 1870 (1869 iswrongly printed on
thetitle page), 1363-64.

(45) Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theatre, 48.

(46) For example, Aida wastrandated into
Turkish from Arabic, Letter dated 20 December
1871 from Draneht to Rassik Effendi. The
original letter was published in Saleh Abdoun, ed.,
Genesi dell’ ‘Aida’, con documentazione inedita,
Quaderni dell’Istituto di Studi Verdiani 4 (1971),
101, and its English trandlation in Hans Busch,
Verdi’s Aida— The History of an Opera in Letters
and Documents (Minneapolis, Minn.: University
of Minnesota Press, 1978), 266. A bilingual
Italian—French edition of thelibretto was also
printed: Aida—Operain 4 atti e 7 quadri, parole
di A. Ghislanzoni, musica del Comm. G. Verdi,
scritta per comissione SuaAltezza Il Khedive per
il Teatro dell’Opera del Cairo erappresentata
per la primavolta su queste scene nel mese di
Decembre 1871 (Cairo: Tipografia francese
Delbos-Demouret, 1871).

(47) MuhammadUnsi, “Mal_ab al-Ubira bi-Misr
al-Qahira,” Wadi al-Nil, 28Dhu al-Qa_da 1286 (28
February 1870; 1869 iswrongly printed on the
title page), 1332.

(48) Ibrahim al-Muwaylihi’s press, al-Matba_a
al-Wahbiyya, was established in 1868, according
to Ibrahim El Mouelhy Pacha, “Les Mouelhy en *
Egypte,” Cahiersd’Histoire Egyptienne (1949/50):
313-28, esp. 319; however, there are books
availablein library catalogs printed in thispress
earlier, from hijri year 1281 (1864-65).

(49) Wadi al-Nil, 20 Sha_ban 1287 (15 November
1870), 2-3. Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theatre,
58-59, acceptsthat the translator was_Uthman
Jalal and calls Tartuffe and Le Malade
imaginaire “operatic libretti” (The Egyptian
Theatre, 100). However, these are not operas
(although Le Malade imaginaire contains musical
inter sections). Carol Bardenstein rejectsthe idea
of Jalal trandlating libretti, in Translation and
Transformation in Modern Arabic Literature:
The Indigenous Assertions of Muhammad
_Uthman Jalal (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag,
2005), 36.

(50) Since Jalal in his autobiography describes
his difficulties with finding a publisher in the
1850s and somehow vaguely relatesthat he
printed the translation of La Fontaine on his own
expense, it has been commonly thought that it was
published for the first time in 1870. Moreh and
Sadgrove, Jewish Contributions, 20; Bardenstein,
Trandation and Transformation, 32, n. 20.

But the book was first printed in August 1858
(Dhu al-Hijja 1274) (Cairo: Matba_at al-Hajar,
1858); copies could even be bought in Beirut:

see Hadigat al-Akhbar, 12 Muharram 1276 (11
August 1859), 4.

(51) Al-Jawa_ib, 22 February 1871, 2.

(52) Al-Jawa_ib, 12 April 1871, 2.

(53) Al-Jinan as quoted in al-Jawa_ib, 10 May
1871, 2.

(54) Quoted in Bardenstein, Translation and
Transfor mation, 105.

“egyptien (Paris: [Libraire Picart], 1924), 98.
(30)For popular colloquial poetry, see Pierre
Cachia, Popular Narrative Ballads of M odern
Egypt (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989); Marilyn
Booth, “ Colloquial Arabic Poetry, Palitics, and the
Pressin Modern Egypt,” International Journal

of Middle East Studies 24 (1992): 419-40; and
Margaret Larkin, ‘“Popular Poetry in the Post-
Classical Period, 1150-1850," in The Cambridge
History of Arabic Literature, vol. 6, ed. Roger
Allen and D.S. Richards (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2006), 191-242.

(31)Nadia Al-Bagdadi, Vorgestellte O”
ffentlichkeit (Wiesbaden: Reichert Verlag, 2010).
(32)Ruth Bereson, The Operatic State: Cultural
Policy and the Opera House (London: Routledge,
2002).

(33)Edward W. Said, Culture and Imperialism
(New York: Vintage Books, 1993), 129.

(34)Ehud Toledano, State and Society in
Mid-Nineteenth-Century Egypt (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1990), 231-33.
(35)Edward William Lane, Manners and Customs
of the Modern Egyptians (The Hague and
London: East-West Publications, 1978), 384-85.
(36)_Ali Pasha Mubarak, _Alam al-Din, 2 vals.
(Alexandria: al-Mahrusa, 1882), 2:403-404;
Thomas Philipp, G™ urg’i Zaidan—His Life and
Thought (Beirut: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1979),
142-43.

(37) Matti Moosa, “ Naggash and the Rise of the
Native Arab Theater in Syria,” Journal of Arabic
Literature 3 (1972): 106-17; Philip C. Sadgrove,
“The Syrian Arab Theatre after Marun Naggash
(the 1850s and the 1860s),” Arch“1v Orient alni 55
(1987): 271-83.

(38) Niqula Naqqash, ed., Arzat Lubnan (Beirut:
al-Matba_aal-_Umumiyya, 1869), 4-28; for an
analysisof Marun and Salim Nagqgash’s ideas about
theater asa social instrument, see Khuri-Makdisi,
The Eastern Mediterranean, 63-67. Seealso Rifa_a
Rafi_ al-Tahtawi, al-Diwan al-Nafis fi Iwan Baris,
aw Takhlis al Ibriz fi Talkhis Bariz (Beirut: al-Mu_
assasa al-_Arabiyya li-I-Dirasat wa-I-Nashr, 2002
[1834]), 139-41. In general, see Muhammad Kamil
al-Khatib, ed., Nazariyyat al-Masrah (Damascus:
Manshurat Wizarat al Thagafa, 1994); and
Reinhard Schulze, “ Schauspiel oder Nachahmung?
Zum Theater begriff Arabischer Reiseschriftsteller
im 19. Jahrhundert,” Die Welt des|slams 34 (1994):
67-84.

(39) Levant Herald, 5 April 1869, 2.

(40) Letter dated 14 January 1870, Draneht to
“la Daira des affaires particuliers de Son Altesse
leKh’edive,” Carton 80, Collection _Ahd Isma_il
(old system), Dar al-Watha_iq al-Qawmiyya
(Egyptian National Archives, hereafter DWQ).
(41) Khuri-Makdisi quotesa Theater

Regulation (Nizam al-Masrah) from 1874 (The
EasternM editerranean, 76), based on Najm, al-
Masrahiyya, 21-22. The 1874 dateisa printing
mistakein Najm. Theoriginal Italian text is

dated 1847, issued by Artin Bey. Theoriginal isin
DWQ); it was first published by Jeanette Tagher
(“Les de’buts du the a"tre modern en E” gypte,”
Cahiersd'Histoire E'gyptienne 1[1948]: 192—
207, esp. 197), then asAppendix 1in Sadgrove,
The Egyptian Theatre. Khuri-Makdisi draws
unjustified conclusions; this text regulated one
specific theater in Alexandria during Mehmet Ali’s
rule. There might have been a written regulation
for the theaters of | smail Pasha but Draneht
personally controlled all of thetheaters’ affairs.
(42) Letter dated 29 December 1869, Antoine
Banucci to the K hedive, 5013-003022, Usr at
Muhammad _Ali (new system), DWQ. Nicole
Lablache was at this moment the administrative

Ibrahim Fu_ad _Anus, Masrah Ya_qub Sanu_
(Cairo: al-Hay_aal-Misriyya al-_ Ammali-I-
Kitab, 1984); Muhammad Mustafa Badawi, “ The
Father of theModern Egyptian Theatre: Ya_qub
Sannu_,” Journal of Arabic Literature 16 (1985):
13245, esp. 134; Sadgrove, The Egyptian Theatre,
89-124. Contemporaries already called attention
to Sanua’s self-aggrandizing per sonality: “On
remarquera peut-etrequele Moli“ere “egyptien
setailleun r ole qui ne brille pas pr”ecisement par
lamodestie.” Paul de Baignieres, Album d’Abou
Naddara (Paris: Imprimerie Lefebvre, 1886), 16.
(16 ) Luqa, “Masrah Ya_qub Sanua_,” 52.

(17) Moosa, “Ya_qub Sanu_,” 408.

(18 ) Alexander Sch”olch, Egypt for the Egyptians!
The Socio-political Crisisin Egypt, 1878-1882
(London: Ithaca Press, 1981), 107-108, 121.

(19) In addition to the works cited above, see
Mas_ud Hamdan, Poetics, Poalitics and Protest

in Arab Theater: The Bitter Cup and the Holy

Rain (Brighton: Sussex Academic Press, 2006);
Mohamed Garfi, Musique et spectacle: le
th’€atrelyrique arabe. Esquissed’un itin"eraire
(1847-1975) (Paris: L’Harmattan, 2009); Ilham
Khuri-Makdisi, The Eastern Mediterranean and
the Making of Global Radicalism (Berkeley, Calif.:
University of California Press, 2010); Carmen
M. K. Gitre, “Performing Modernity: Theater
and Political Culturein Egypt, 1869-1923" (PhD
diss., Rutgers University, 2011); Adam Mestyan,
“‘A Garden with Mellow Fruits of Refinement’:
Music Theatresand Cultural Paliticsin Cairo
and Istanbul, 1867-1892" (PhD diss., Central
European University, 2011); and Eliane Ursula
Ettm"uller, The Construct of Egypt’s Nation-Self
in James Sanua’'s Early Satireand Caricature
(Berlin: Klaus Schwarz Verlag, 2012).

(20) Fahmy, Ordinary Egyptians, 7.

(21) I usethe Turkish spellings of names of the
Ottoman—-Egyptian ruling elite.

(22) Reem Bassiouney (Arabic Sociolinguistics

[Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2009],
14-19) and Ziad Fahmy (Ordinary Egyptians,
5-11) arguethat the Arabic linguistic situation
cannot bereduced to a simple case of diglossia
containing a high and a low language. However,
| do not provide further distinctions, sincethe
argument of thisessay isnot linguistic.

(23) Ekmeleddin "Thsano glu, The Turks in Egypt
and Their Cultural Legacy, trans. Humphrey

Davis (Cairo: American University in Cairo Press,
2012), 39-79.

(24) Thereisan urban legend that Abbasliked
“Arabs’ because hismother was an Egyptian
(Arab). John Ninet, “ Origin of the National Party
in Egypt,” The Nineteenth Century (1883): 117-34.
Thisisincorrect; Abbaswas the son of Tusun
Pasha and Penbe Hamim, a Turkic woman. For
hisArabic language skills, see Murray toWalne,

20 September 1850, FO 78/841, appendix in Helen
AnneB. Rivlin, “The Railway Question in the
Ottoman-Egyptian Crisis of 1850-1852,” Middle
East Journal 15 (1961): 365-88.

(25) Dyala Hamzah, “ Nineteenth-Century Egypt
as Dynastic Locus of Universality: The History
ofMuhammad _Ali by Khalil ibn Ahmad al-
Rajabi,” Comparative Studies of South Asia,
Africaand the Middle East 27(2007): 62-82.

(26) Iskandar Abkariyus, al-Managib al-
Ibrahimiyyawa-I-Ma_athir al-K hidiwiyya (Homs:
Matba_at Hims,

1910), 87-91.

(27( Hadigat al-Akhbar, 17 Dhu al-Qa_da 1275 (18
June 1859), 3.

(28)Shmuel Moreh, Modern Arabic Poetry
(Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1976), 18-19.

(29)Mohammed Sabry, La gen’ese de I’esprit national
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